
How Bass 
Teachers & Professors 
Can Support Students 

Offer Diverse
Opportunities 
While we cannot control

accreditation or impose massive
change on ensemble conductors,
allow students the opportunity to
try different ensembles or styles

outside their primary focus. 

Treat Students
Differently 

Every student is a different type of
player & learner and that may
require alternative repertoire,
exploration of genres, or even

unique/creative recital formats.
Individuality & uniqueness is how

performers carve out a niche in the
freelancing world. Collaborate with

Other Faculty 
All this advice isn’t just for bass

players! Sure, we like to think every
ensemble needs a bass player, but
this applies to drummers, pianist,
brass players, even other string

players! Explore new chamber work
instrumentation, inter-studio
masterclasses, and general

camaraderie. 

Advocate for
Students 

Listen actively & engage in students’
concerns, advocate for new

opportunities, diversity & innovative
education to administrators,

ensemble directors & other faculty.
Having our students’ trust in turn
enables them to feel supported. 

Foster Continued
Mentorship 

Gathering at conventions such as
ISB, regional workshops & now virtual

concert access shows us how
interconnected the bass world is. As

students move on to different
chapters in their bass career

provide introductions to potential
new mentors. 

Incorporate Listening
Beyond listening to our immediate

peers in an ensemble or studio class,
students should constantly be

listening to music! Perhaps when
learning new music require listening
to several performers or ensembles
performing the work and discuss the

artistic choices in class or lessons.
This helps develop not only musical

vocabulary but the ability to
communicate with other musicians

what we hear/like/dislike - very
important in professional settings! 

Encourage
Exploration,

Curiosity & Joy! 
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